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"The New Testament teaching that Christ could return and rapture His
church at any-moment, without prior signs or warning (i.e., imminency), is
such a powerful argument for pretribulationism that it is one of the most
fiercely attacked doctrines by pre-trib opponents. Non-pretribulationists
sense that if the New Testament teaches imminency, then a pre-trib
rapture is virtually assured.”
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2## "# "Other things may happen before the imminent event, but

nothing else must take place before it happens. If something else must take
place before an event can happen, then that event is not imminent. In other
words, the necessity of something else taking place first destroys the concept of
imminency."
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shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and
carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what death he

should glorify God." + 6 6 % ) % 20::
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Acts 1:7-12

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in his own power.

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken
up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up,
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel,

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which
is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.
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1 Thess 5:1-4
1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that | write
unto you.
2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a
thief in the night.
3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape.
4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you
as a thief.
(KJIV)
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Il Thess 2:1-3
1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and by our gathering together unto him,
2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition;
(KIV)
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concerning the coming the Lord our Jesus Christ and our gathering-
together to Him
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TNC EMOLVAYWYNC NHOV ETT AVLTOV
concerning the coming the Lord our Jesus Christ and
the gathering-together of-us to Him
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this instant just now coming on; as if it would be within that year, in some certain
month, and on some certain day in it; which notion the apostle would have
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happen, then that event is not imminent. In other words, the necessity of
something else taking place first destroys the concept of imminency." !
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James 5:7-8

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long
patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.

8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh.

(KIV)
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verses stating that Christ could return at any moment, without warning and
those instructing believers to wait and look for the Lord's coming teach the
doctrine of imminence."
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"1 Corinthians 1:7-'awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,'
1 Corinthians 16:22- 'Maranatha.'

Philippians 3:20-'For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;'

Philippians 4:5- 'The Lord is near.'



1 Thessalonians 1:10-'to wait for His Son from heaven,'

1 Thessalonians 4:15-18- 'For this we say to you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of {the} archangel, and with the
trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words.’

1 Thessalonians 5:6- 'so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert
and sober.’

1 Timothy 6:14- 'that you keep the commandment without stain or
reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,’

Titus 2:13- 'looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus;'

Hebrews 9:28- 'so Christ . . . shall appear a second time for salvation
without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.'

James 5:7-9- 'Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. .
. . for the coming of the Lord is at hand. . . . behold, the Judge is standing
right at the door.’

1 Peter 1:13 - 'fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.'

Jude 21- 'waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal
life.’

Revelation 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20-"l am coming quickly!

Revelation 22:17, 20-'And the Spirit and the bride say, 'Come.' And let the
one who hears say, 'Come.' "He who testifies to these things says, 'Yes, |
am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.""
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occur at any-moment, that it is imminent. This is why believers are waiting for a
person-Jesus Christ-not an event or series of events such as those related to the
tribulation leading up to Christ's second advent in which He returns to the earth
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Mark 13

14 But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth
understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains: ...

19 For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning
of the creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be. ...

24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her light,

25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven
shall be shaken.

26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great
power and glory.

27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect
from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost
part of heaven. ...

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.

34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house,
and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and
commanded the porter to watch.

35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:
36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.

(KIV)
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D K "As we consider the above passages, we note that Christ may come at
any moment, that the rapture is actually imminent. Only pretribulationism can

give a full, literal meaning to such an any-moment event." 8 "#
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#OH# "other rapture views must redefine imminence more loosely than

the New Testamnet would allow. Dr. Walvoord declares, 'The exhortation to look
for 'the glorious appearing' of Christ to His own (Titus 2:13) loses its significance if
the Tribulation must intervene first. Believers in that case should look for signs.™
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Matt 24:32-33

32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and
putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:

33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near,
even at the doors.

(KIV)
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- | "The New Testament exhortation to be comforted by the Lord's

coming (John 14:1; 1 Thess. 4:18) would no longer have meaning if believers first
had to pass through any part of the tribulation. Instead, comfort would have to
await passage through the events of the tribulation. No, the church has been
given a "Blessed Hope," in part, because our Lord's return is truly imminent."
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church had a special greeting for one another, as recorded in 1 Corinthians
16:22, which was "Maranatha!" Maranatha consists of three Aramaic words:
"Mar" ("Lord"), "ana" ("our"), and "tha" ("come"), meaning "our Lord, come." As
with other New Testament passages, Maranatha only makes sense if an any-
moment or imminent coming is understood. Such an understanding supports the
pre-trib position."
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b << . L /7 % I ) *"And as the insertion of the copulative kai between nouns of
the same case, without articles, (according to the fifth rule,) denotes that the second noun expresses a
different person, thing, or quality, from the preceding noun, so, likewise, the same effect attends the
copulative when each of the nouns are preceded by articles, as in the following examples - (John 1:17,

John 2:22, John 11:44, Col. 2:2, 2 Tim. 1:5, 1 Pet. 4:11)." !l % ! 0! 2 #
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