Testimony of the Early Church Regarding the Two Witnesses

www.answersinrevelation.org

Hippolytus — Treatise on Christ and Antichrist

Now Daniel will set forth this subject to us. For he says, “And one week will make a
covenant with many, and it shall be that in the midst (half) of the week my sacrifice and
oblation shall cease.” By one week, therefore, he meant the last week which is to be at
the end of the whole world of which week the two prophets Enoch and Elias will take
up the half. For they will preach 1,260 days clothed in sackcloth, proclaiming
repentance to the people and to all the nations. (43)

But His second advent is announced as glorious, when He shall come from heaven with
the host of angels, and the glory of His Father ... Thus also two forerunners were
indicated. The first was John the son of Zacharias, who appeared in all things a
forerunner and herald of our Savior, preaching of the heavenly light that had appeared
in the world. (44)

It is a matter of course that His forerunners must appear first, as He says by Malachi
and the angel, “I will send to you Elias the Tishbite before the day of the Lord, the great
and notable day, comes; and he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, lest I come and smite the earth utterly.” These,
then, shall come and proclaim the manifestation of Christ that is to be from heaven; and
they shall also perform signs and wonders, in order that men may be put to shame and
turned to repentance for their surpassing wickedness and impiety. (46)

For John says, “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy
a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.” That is the half of
the week whereof Daniel spake. “These are the two olive trees and the two candlesticks
standing before the Lord of the earth. And if any man will hurt them, fire will proceed
out of their mouth, and devour their enemies; and if any man will hurt them, he must in
this manner be killed. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of
their prophecy; and have power over waters, to turn them to blood, and to smite the
earth with all plagues as often as they will. And when they shall have finished their
course and their testimony,” what saith the prophet? “the beast that ascendeth out of
the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill
them,” because they will not give glory to Antichrist. For this is meant by the little horn
that grows up. He, being now elated in heart, begins to exalt himself, and to glorify
himself as God, persecuting the saints and blaspheming Christ, even as Daniel says, “I
considered the horn, and, behold, in the horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a
mouth speaking great things; and he opened his mouth to blaspheme God. And that



born made war against the saints, and prevailed against them until the beast was slain,
and perished, and his body was given to be burned.” (47)

These things, then, being to come to pass, beloved, and the one week being divided into
two parts, and the abomination of desolation being manifested then, and the two
prophets and forerunners of the Lord having finished their course, and the whole world
tinally approaching the consummation, what remains but the coming of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ from heaven, for whom we have looked in hope? (64)

His first advent had John the Baptist as its forerunner; and His second, in which He is to
come in glory, will exhibit Enoch, and Elias, and John the Divine. Behold, too, the
Lord’s kindness to man; how even in the last times He shows His care for mortals, and
pities them. For He will not leave us even then without prophets, but will send them to
us for our instruction and assurance, and to make us give heed to the advent of the
adversary, as He intimated also of old in this Daniel. For he says, “I shall make a
covenant of one week, and in the midst of the week my sacrifice and libation will be
removed.” For by one week he indicates the showing forth of the seven years which
shall be in the last times. And the half of the week the two prophets, along with John,
will take for the purpose of proclaiming to all the world the advent of Antichrist, that is
to say, for a “thousand two hundred and sixty days clothed in sackcloth;” and they will
work signs and wonders with the object of making men ashamed and repentant, even
by these means, on account of their surpassing lawlessness and impiety. “And if any
man will hurt them, fire will proceed out of their mouth, and devour their enemies.
These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of the advent of Antichrist,
and to turn waters into blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues as often as they
will.” And when they have proclaimed all these things they will fall on the sword, cut
off by the accuser. And they will fulfill their testimony, as Daniel also says; for he
foresaw that the beast that came up out of the abyss would make war with them,
namely with Enoch, Elias, and John, and would overcome them, and kill them, because
of their refusal to give glory to the accuser. that is the little horn that sprang up. And he,
being lifted up in heart, begins in the end to, exalt himself and glorify himself as God,
persecuting the saints and blaspheming Christ. (Appendix XXI)

For when Daniel said, “I shall make my covenant for one week,” he indicated seven
years; and the one half of the week is for the preaching of the prophets, and for the
other half of the week — that is to say, for three years and a half — Antichrist will reign
upon the earth. And after this his kingdom and his glory shall be taken away. Behold,
ye who love God, what manner of tribulation there shall rise in those days, such as has
not been from the foundation of the world, no, nor ever shall be, except in those days
alone. Then the lawless one, being lifted up in heart, will gather together his demons in



man’s form, and will abominate those who call him to the kingdom, and will pollute
many souls. (Appendix XXV)

For this is what the prophets Enoch and FElias will preach: Believe not the enemy who is
to come and be seen; for he is an adversary and corrupter and son of perdition, and
deceives you; and for this reason he will kill you, and smite them with the sword.
Behold the deceit of the enemy, know the machinations of the beguiler, how he seeks to
darken the mind of men utterly. (Appendix XXIX)

As these things, therefore, of which we have spoken before are in the future, beloved,
when the one week is divided into parts, and the abomination of desolation has arisen
then, and the forerunners of the Lord have finished their proper course, and the whole
world, in fine, comes to the consummation, what remains but the manifestation of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Son of God, from heaven, for whom we have hoped;
who shall bring forth fire and all just judgment against those who have refused to
believe in Him. (Appendix XXXVI)

Victorinus — Commentary on the Apocalypse

“They shall tread the holy city down for forty and two months; and I will give to my
two witnesses, and they shall predict a thousand two hundred and threescore days
clothed in sackcloth.” That is, three years and six months: these make forty-two months.
Therefore their preaching is three years and six months, and the kingdom of
Antichrist as much again. ... “And the beast which ascendeth from the abyss.” After
many plagues completed in the world, in the end he says that a beast ascended from
the abyss. (Chapter 11)

“But the woman fled into the wilderness, and there were given to her two great eagle’s
wings.” The aid of the great eagle’s wings — to wit, the gift of prophets — was given to
that Catholic Church, whence in the last times a hundred and forty-four thousands of
men should believe on the preaching of Elias; but, moreover, he here says that the rest
of the people should be found alive on the coming of the Lord. And the Lord says in the
Gospel: “Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains;” that is, as many as
should be gathered together in Judea, let them go to that place which they have ready,
and let them be supported there for three years and six months from the presence of the
devil. ... “Two great wings” are the two prophets — Elias, and the prophet who shall
be with him. (Chapter 12)

“There was a battle in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the
dragon warred, and his angels, and they prevailed not; nor was their place found any
more in heaven. And that great dragon was cast forth, that old serpent: he was cast



forth into the earth.” This is the beginning of Antichrist yet previously Elias must
prophesy, and there must be times of peace. And afterwards, when the three years and
six months are completed in the preaching of Elias, he also must be cast down from
heaven, where up till that time he had had the power of ascending; and all the apostate
angels, as well as Antichrist, must be roused up from hell. Paul the apostle says:
“Except there come a falling away first, and the man of sin shall appear, the son of
perdition; and the adversary who exalted himself above all which is called God, or
which is worshipped.” (Chapter 12)

“And I saw an angel flying through the midst of heaven.” The angel flying through the
midst of heaven, whom he says that he saw, we have already treated of above, as being
the same Elias who anticipates the kingdom of Anti-Christ in his prophecy. (Chapter 14)

Many of the Saints will Escape

But many who are hearers of the divine Scriptures, and have them in their hand, and
keep them in mind with understanding, will escape his imposture. For they will see
clearly through his insidious appearance and his deceitful imposture, and will flee
from his hands, and betake themselves to the mountains, and hide themselves in the
caves of the earth; and they will seek after the Friend of man with tears and a contrite
heart; and He will deliver them out of his toils, and with His right hand He will save
those from his snares who in a worthy and righteous manner make their supplication
to Him. (Appendix XXXII)

Notwithstanding, not even then will the merciful and benignant God leave the race of
men without all comfort; but He will shorten even those days and the period of three
years and a half, and He will curtail those times on account of the remnant of those
who hide themselves in the mountains and caves, that the phalanx of all those saints
fail not utterly. But these days shall run their course rapidly; and the kingdom of the
deceiver and Antichrist shall be speedily removed. And then, in fine, in the glance of an
eye shall the fashion of this world pass away, and the power of men shall be brought to
nought, and all these visible things shall be destroyed. (Appendix XXXV)



